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prayers for cause of menstruation (Aayd), because an at-
tribute of the same genus, namely being on a journey, has
been indicated already as cause for a value of the same
genus, namely the cancelling of the superfluous two prostra-
tions in prayer. Here, from the standpoint of perform-
ing the prayer, having menstruation or being on a journey
are a genus of "inconvenience" (mashaqqah}, while the
cancelling of the prayers and the cancelling of the super-
fluous prostrations are a genus of alleviation of the law.

The reason why the Hanifites require that the attribute
besides being " convenient" must also be " effective," is
because, " the attribute while being * convenient' may at
the same time not have been in and of itself, (bi-dhatihi)
the cause (eillah) of the value, but simply considered as
cause by the sharfah." 1 To the contention of the opposite
side that one cannot understand and feel that a certain at-
tribute is the effective cause of a prescription, al-Pazdawi
retorts that one observes causation in the physical world,
both in language and perception, as for example, when one
says, " He broke it and it was broken/' or " He beat him
and he was hurt/' or when one sees the result (athar) of
the act of the builder in the building,2 and so by inference
one can observe causation in the shari'ah also. Take, for
example, the prophetic hadlth to the effect that she-cats
(hirrah) are not impure because they are " from those
who are around" people all the time. Clearly, in this
hadlthy the attribute of being around all the time is con-
sidered to be the cause of the cleanness (taharah) of she-
cats. In other words, the law regarding the residue of
water or food touched by she-cats is alleviated, because of
the great difficulty of guarding against their touching the

1 Pazdawi, p. 1078.

2 Kashf, p. 1079.